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FCC Form 481 - Carrier Annual Reporting OMB Control o  3060-0986 OMB Control o  3060-0819 

ul  013

<010> Study Area Code
  

<015> Study Area Name
 

<020> Program Year
 

<030> Contact Name:  Person USAC should contact 
with questions about this data 

 <035> Contact Telephone Number:  
Number of the person identified in data line <030>  

 
<039> Contact Email Address:  

Email of the person identified in data line <030>

54.313 
Completion  

Required 

54.422 
Completion 

Required

<100> Service Quality Improvement Reporting

<200> Outage Reporting (voice)   
<210> <-- check box if no outages to report  

  

<300> Unfulfilled Service Requests (voice)

 <310> Detail on Attempts (voice)

 <320> Unfulfilled Service Requests (broadband)

<330> Detail on Attempts (broadband)

<400> Number of Complaints per 1,000 customers (voice)
<410> Fixed  
<420> Mobile  
<430> Number of Complaints per 1,000 customers (broadband)
<440> Fixed  
<450> Mobile  

 <500> Service Quality Standards & Consumer Protection Rules Compliance

<510>  

<600> Functionality in Emergency Situations

<610>
 

<700> Company Price Offerings (voice)
<710> Company Price Offerings (broadband)
<800> Operating Companies and Affiliates
<900> Tribal Land Offerings (Y/N)?

<1000> Voice Services Rate Comparability

<1010>

<1100> Terrestrial Backhaul (Y/N)? 

<1110>
<1200> Terms and Condition for Lifeline Customers  

 
Price Cap Carriers, Proceed to Price Cap Additional Documentation Worksheet

Including Rate-of-Return Carriers affiliated with Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers   
<2000>   
<2005>    

Rate of Return Carriers, Proceed to ROR Additional Documentation Worksheet   
<3000>   
<3005>   

ANNUAL REPORTING FOR ALL CARRIERS

               (if yes, complete attached worksheet)

(check to indicate certification)

(if not, check to indicate certification)

(complete attached worksheet)

(attached descriptive document)

(check to indicate certification)

(complete attached worksheet)

(complete attached worksheet)

(complete attached worksheet)

(check to indicate certification)

(attached descriptive document)

(attach descriptive document)

(complete attached worksheet)

(complete attached worksheet)

(complete attached worksheet)

(attach descriptive document)

 

 

 

 

(complete attached worksheet)

(check to indicate certification)

(complete attached worksheet)

(check to indicate certification)

(attach descriptive document)

 
 

 
 

 
 

(check box when complete)

  
  

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Data Collection Form
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Certification - Reporting Carrier FCC Form 481
Data Collection Form OMB Control No.  3060-0986/OMB Control No.  3060-0819

July 2013

<010> Study Area Code

<015> Study Area Name

<020> Program Year

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030>

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTING ON ITS OWN BEHALF:

Printed name of Authorized Officer:

Certification of Officer as to the Accuracy of the Data Reported for the Annual Reporting for CAF or LI Recipients

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Signature of Authorized Officer: Date

I certify that I am an officer of the reporting carrier; my responsibilities include ensuring the accuracy of the annual reporting requirements for universal service support 
recipients; and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported on this form and in any attachments is accurate.

Title or position of Authorized Officer:

Telephone number of Authorized Officer:   

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: Filing Due Date for this form:

 

 

 

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934,  47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment 
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C. § 1001.   

 

CERTIFIED ONLINE

07/01/2014

Jerry Weikle

2015

jweikle@windstream.net

ELLERBE TEL CO

ELLERBE TEL CO

7047827738 ext.

230478

230478

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
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Certification - Agent / Carrier FCC Form 481
Data Collection Form OMB Control No.  3060-0986/OMB Control No.  3060-0819

July 2013

<010> Study Area Code

<015> Study Area Name

<020> Program Year

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030>

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>

 

Certification of Agent Authorized to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE AUTHORIZED AGENT:

Telephone number of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:   

Signature of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:

Name of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:

I, as agent for the reporting carrier, certify that I am authorized to submit the annual reports for universal service support recipients on behalf of the reporting carrier; I have provided 
the data reported herein based on data provided by the reporting carrier; and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported herein is accurate.

Date:

Printed name of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:

Title or position of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: Filing Due Date for this form: 

Printed name of Authorized Officer:

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier:

Title or position of Authorized Officer:

Telephone number of Authorized Officer:   

Filing Due Date for this form: 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF AN AGENT IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE CARRIER'S BEHALF:

Certification of Officer to Authorize an Agent to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

I certify that (Name of Agent)_______________________________________________________ is authorized to submit the information reported on behalf of the reporting carrier.  I 
also certify that I am an officer of the reporting carrier; my responsibilities include ensuring the accuracy of the annual data reporting requirements provided to the authorized 
agent; and, to the best of my knowledge, the reports and data provided to the authorized agent is accurate.

Date:

Name of Authorized Agent:

Signature of Authorized Officer:

 

 

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934,  47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment 
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C. § 1001.   

 

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934,  47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment under Title 
18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C. § 1001.   

Jerry Weikle

2015

jweikle@windstream.net

ELLERBE TEL CO

7047827738 ext.

230478

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
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Ellerbe Telephone 
Initial Five Year Service Quality Improvement Plan 
For the Calendar Years 2015-2019 
Line 100 
 
Discussion 
 
Ellerbe Telephone is an ETC designated by the North Carolina Utilities Commission and is submitting its 
initial five year service quality improvement plan (Plan) as required by 47 CFR § 54.313(a)(1) and 54.202 
(a)(1)(ii).  Ellerbe Telephone is an incumbent carrier with a service area in the state of North Carolina, 
with 1,500 access lines served as of 12/31/2013 in one exchange.  Ellerbe Telephone is a rate-of-return 
(RoR) regulated carrier. 

 
The five year plan reflected herein represents Ellerbe Telephone’s ongoing efforts to expand high 
quality, reasonably-priced broadband services throughout its service area.  Ellerbe Telephone has 
generated a five-year plan in compliance with the Commission’s rules, although the out years in the plan 
(years 3-5) are highly speculative in nature and thus will likely change, sometimes substantially, in future 
progress updates filed with the Commission.  Reasons for the speculative nature of years 3-5 of the Plan 
include (1) the unknown nature of universal service support in those years, in light of the Commission’s 
USF/ICC Transformation Order, (2) the difficulty in forecasting customer counts, demand, and other 
factors directly affecting network demand, and (3) the rapid pace of technological innovations in the 
communications industry makes it difficult to plan more than one or two years in advance with any 
degree of accuracy. 

 
The Plan presented herein by necessity includes expenditures not directly tied to “improvements or 
upgrades” of Ellerbe Telephone’s network, such as amounts for the maintenance and upkeep of existing 
telecommunications plant.  In order for the Commission to accurately consider the capital and operating 
expenditures as related to and supported by the federal universal service programs, these types of costs 
are critical for such an understanding. 
 
Initial Five Year Service Quality Improvement and Investment Plan 
 
Ellerbe Telephone’s service quality improvement and investment plan consists of two major 
components: (1) capital expenditures it sees as necessary to meet the voice and broadband public 
interest obligations as adopted by the Commission, state service quality and network build out 
requirements, and general upkeep and maintenance of its network; and (2) operating expenditures 
necessary to meet the same obligations. 
 
As shown on the following pages, Ellerbe Telephone will work to place fiber in its distribution route to 
start serving homes and businesses.  This will allow customers to receive a more reliable service and 
faster broadband speeds.  Ellerbe Telephone will replace its current TDM based switch with a softswitch 
to provide more reliable services.    Ellerbe Telephone will work to maintain its network in order to keep 
it operating efficiently and to avoid problems from impacting customers.   
 
Considerations 
 
The investment and service quality improvement plans discussed above were generated, in part, to 
meet or exceed the broadband public interest obligations adopted by the Commission: 

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
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Speed - at least 4 mbps downstream and 1 mbps upstream 
Latency - 100mS or less, sufficient for real-time applications 
Capacity - Unlimited capacity per month  
As an RoR - regulated carrier, Ellerbe Telephone is required pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.313(f)(1)(i) 
to provide broadband service at 4 mbps/1 mbps upon reasonable request and within a 
reasonable timeframe.  When customers request broadband service, employees check 
engineering records to determine if there are limitations on speeds.  Where possible two 
copper pairs can be bonded to increase speeds for customers.  Ellerbe Telephone currently is 
able to provide 4 mbps/1 mbps to the majority of customers now.  It is estimated that 
approximately 50 customers are not able to receive  4 mbps/1 mbps primarily due to long 
copper loop lengths.   
Ellerbe Telephone determines into which parts of its network are feasible to upgrade and 
increase capacity by analyzing relevant factors such as population, demand, costs, likely 
revenues, regulatory requirements, and availability of work force and materials.   
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Ellerbe Telephone 
Service Quality Standards and Consumer Protection Rules Compliance Explanation 
Line 510 
 
Certification 
Ellerbe Telephone Company certifies that it complies with applicable service quality standards and 
consumer protection rules for both voice services and broadband services. 
 
Service Quality 
Ellerbe Telephone Company is regulated by the North Carolina Utilities Commission (NCUC).  The NCUC 
has service quality rules in effect that Ellerbe must comply with for voice services and the rules are 
found in NCUC Chapter 9, Rule R9-8.  The NCUC does not have rules in place regarding broadband 
service quality. 
 
Here is a link to Chapter 9 rules located on the NCUC website:  
http://www.ncuc.net/ncrules/Chapter09.pdf 
 
Rule R9-8 requires that certain service objectives be met and that company results be reported to the 
NCUC on a quarterly basis within 45 days after the end of each quarter.   Ellerbe has set up procedures 
and processes to remain in compliance with the Rule R9-8 objectives.  This includes maintaining 
procedures and processes to record monthly results, tabulate them, and report them to the NCUC. 
 
During the calendar year 2013, Ellerbe met all required NCUC service quality objectives.  The NCUC 
objectives are listed below: 
 
Rule R9-8. Service objectives for regulated local exchange telephone
companies and competing local providers (CLPs).
(a) Service Objectives. Each regulated local exchange telephone company and
CLP shall perform and provide service in accordance with the following uniform
service objectives:

Measure No. Description Objective
1 Intraoffice completion rate 99% or more

2 Interoffice completion rate 98% or more

3 EAS transmission loss 95% or more between 2
and 10 dB

4 EAS trunk noise 95% or more 30 dBrnc or 
less

5 Operator "0" answertime 90%  or  more  of  calls
answered      within      10
seconds  or  ASA of  6
seconds

6 Directory assistance answertime 85%  or  more  of  calls 
answered      within      10
seconds  or  ASA of  6
seconds
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7 Business office answertime ASA of 30 seconds

8 Repair service answertime ASA of 30 seconds

9 Initial customer trouble reports 4.75 or less per 100 total 
access lines

10 Repeat reports 1.0 report or less per 100
total access lines

11 Out-of-service troubles cleared within
24 Hours

95% or more

12 Regular   service   orders   completed
within 5 working days

90% or more

13 New service installation appointments 
not met for Company reasons

5% or less

14 New service held orders not completed
within 30 days

0.1%  or  less  of  total
access lines

 
 

Consumer Protection 
Ellerbe Telephone Company is committed to maintain the privacy of customer information.  In addition 
to protecting personal information the company is obligated to protect information on how customers 
use their services.   Ellerbe Telephone Company follows all requirements the FCC has mandated 
concerning Customer Proprietary Network Information (CPNI).   As required, Ellerbe files annual CPNI 
compliance certifications with the FCC by March 1 each year. 
 
Ellerbe Telephone Company also has an Identity Theft Prevention Program in place to comply with Red 
Flag Identity Theft prevention rules.  This program ensures that no information pertaining to our 
customers is compromised and that information from new customers is accurate and does not 
represent a stolen identity. 
 
There are no NCUC or state rules in place for broadband consumer protection.  Ellerbe Telephone 
Company does follow federal laws relating to broadband service.  Ellerbe Telephone Company does 
publicly disclose broadband terms and prices for customers. 
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Ellerbe Telephone 
Functionality in Emergency Situations 
Line 610 
 
 
Backup/Emergency Power 

Ellerbe Telephone’s main Central Office has both battery backup and permanent mounted generator 
backup. When commercial power fails, batteries carry all central office equipment until the generator 
comes on within one minute of power failure. If the generator fails to come on, batteries can carry the 
central office for 12-16 hours.  

One remote switch has both battery backup and permanent mounted generator backup. When 
commercial power fails, batteries carry all central office equipment until the generator comes on within 
one minute of power failure. If the generator fails to come on, batteries can carry the equipment for 16-
18 hours. 

Both generators at the main Central Office and the remote switch are propane powered and can run for 
5-7 days on their fuel supply.  

All small remote switches have battery backup that can carry the equipment for 6-10 hours in the event 
of commercial power failure. They also have ports where a portable generator will be connected to 
supply power to the remote. These portable generators are gasoline powered and can run for 4-6 hours 
on their fuel supply.  During the event of an emergency, these portable generators are resupplied with 
fuel on a regular basis. 

 

Network Facilities 

Ellerbe is located in the Wilmington, NC LATA and connects to an AT&T Central Office in Rockingham, NC 
to connect to the Laurinburg, NC tandem. Ellerbe has redundant fiber facilities that connect to the 
Rockingham office that are on different geographic routes. During times of an emergency or damage to 
facilities, traffic is rerouted over redundant facilities as needed.   

 

Priority Line Assignments 

Ellerbe’s Central Office switch is a Genband DMS-10. This switch is configured with a certain number 
“priority” line assignments in each line assignment group.  Ellerbe assigns local municipal, fire, EMS, and 
rescue telephone numbers to these priority line assignment positions. Should the switch get in an 
overload status because of a traffic spike, it automatically prioritizes these positions to remain in service 
before non-priority line assignments. 

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
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230478NC1010 
 
 

Ellerbe Telephone 
Voice Services Rate Comparability 
Line 1010 
 
The FCC released a Public Notice on March 20, 2014 (DA 14-384) which listed the urban average rate as 
$20.46 for residential customers.   The same Public Notice listed the rate that is a reasonably 
comparable benchmark at $46.96. 
 
Ellerbe Telephone charges all residential customers $15.14 plus a federal Subscriber Line Charge of 
$6.50 for monthly service with unlimited local calling.  The total of these charges is $21.64 which is less 
than the reasonably comparable benchmark of $46.96. 
 
Because of this, Ellerbe Telephone is able to certify that it’s pricing of fixed voice service is no more than 
two standard deviations above the applicable national average urban rate for voice service. 
 

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION



Ellerbe Telephone 
Lifeline Terms and Conditions 
Line 1210 
 
As a state regulated wireline carrier, Ellerbe Telephone offers Lifeline service in accordance with FCC 
rules and terms and conditions in its tariff.   The terms and conditions of the tariff are included starting 
on the next page of this file.    
 
Minutes of Use 
Each Lifeline customer has unlimited local usage and is able to make local calls at no additional charge.  
Each Lifeline customer is also able to receive unlimited local and long distance calls at no additional 
charge.   
 
Toll Charges 
Each Lifeline customer is able to receive toll blocking to avoid incurring unexpected toll charges.  In the 
event the customer would like to make toll calls then the customer is able to choose which long distance 
company they would like to use and then choose which rate plan is best for them. 
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USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

INSTRUCTIONS - See RUS Bulletin 1744-2

BORROWER DESIGNATION

NC0539

PERIOD ENDED

December, 2013

Part C. SUBSCRIBER (ACCESS LINE), ROUTE MILE, & HIGH SPEED DATA INFORMATION
1. RATES 2. SUBSCRIBERS (ACCESS LINES) 3. ROUTE MILES

EXCHANGE B-1

(a)

R-1

(b)

BUSINESS

(a)

RESIDENTIAL

(b)

TOTAL

(c)

TOTAL
(including fiber)

(a)

FIBER

(b)
Ellerbe
MobileWireless 0
Route Mileage
Outside Exchange
Area

0.00 0.00

Total
No. Exchanges
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USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

INSTRUCTIONS - See RUS Bulletin 1744-2

BORROWER DESIGNATION

NC0539

PERIOD ENDED

December, 2013

Part C. SUBSCRIBER (ACCESS LINE), ROUTE MILE, & HIGH SPEED DATA INFORMATION
4. BROADBAND SERVICE

Details on Least Expensive Broadband Service
EXCHANGE No. Access Lines

with BB
 available

(a)

No Of Broadband
 Subscribers

(b)

Number Of
 Subscribers

(c)

Advertised
Download Rate

(Kbps)
(d)

Advertised
Upload

Rate (Kbps)
(e)

Price Per Month

(f)

Standalone/Pckg

(f)

Type Of
Technology

(g)
Ellerbe
Total
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USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

BORROWER DESIGNATION

PERIOD ENDED

INSTRUCTIONS – See help in the online application. 

PART I – STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
1. Beginning Cash (Cash and Equivalents plus RUS Construction Fund)

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES 
2. Net Income 

Adjustments to Reconcile Net Income to Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities
3. Add: Depreciation 
4. Add: Amortization 
5. Other (Explain)

Changes in Operating Assets and Liabilities
6. Decrease/(Increase) in Accounts Receivable
7. Decrease/(Increase) in Materials and Inventory
8. Decrease/(Increase) in Prepayments and Deferred Charges
9. Decrease/(Increase) in Other Current Assets

10. Increase/(Decrease) in Accounts Payable
11. Increase/(Decrease) in Advance Billings & Payments
12. Increase/(Decrease) in Other Current Liabilities
13. Net Cash Provided/(Used) by Operations

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
14. Decrease/(Increase) in Notes Receivable
15. Increase/(Decrease) in Notes Payable
16. Increase/(Decrease) in Customer Deposits
17. Net Increase/(Decrease) in Long Term Debt (Including Current Maturities)
18. Increase/(Decrease) in Other Liabilities & Deferred Credits
19. Increase/(Decrease) in Capital Stock, Paid-in Capital, Membership and Capital Certificates & Other Capital
20. Less: Payment of Dividends
21. Less: Patronage Capital Credits Retired
22. Other (Explain)

23. Net Cash Provided/(Used) by Financing Activities 
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES 

24. Net Capital Expenditures (Property, Plant & Equipment)
25. Other Long-Term Investments
26. Other Noncurrent Assets & Jurisdictional Differences
27. Other (Explain)   

28. Net Cash Provided/(Used) by Investing Activities 
29. Net Increase/(Decrease) in Cash
30. Ending Cash

Revision Date 2010

December, 2013

NC0539
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